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Wagging Tails
July 2022

Saturday 28th May. Back Row L-R: Kate & Lulu, Bernie, Orla, Christian & Daisy Doodles, Catherine, Brían & Hero, Joe & Magic, Derek & Pixie. 
Front Row L-R: John & Daisy, Claire & Phoebe, Katherine & Peggy & Magoo, Jacquie & Lexi, Nicole & Deya, Karen & Zoe.

   

Above Left: Volunteers and dogs heading to the parade ring for a demonstration. Above Centre L-R: Nicole, Joe & Magic, Brían and Deya.
Above Right: Sammy and Phoebe enjoying a well earned rest after a busy day.

   

Irish Therapy Dogs at the IKC Festival of Dogs

The Irish Kennel Club held a Festival of Dogs event at Leopardstown racecourse on Saturday 28th and Sunday 
29th of May. It was their first big event since Covid began and it was wonderful for people to be able to get 
together once again and enjoy a weekend dedicated to dogs. Irish Therapy Dogs was delighted to have a stand 
on both days to raise awareness of the service the charity offers and it was also an opportunity for some of 
our Visiting Teams to get together. Thankfully the weather was kind so an enjoyable weekend was had by all. 
We would very much like to thank all those who joined us at the main ring on both days for our parade and 
to learn more about our service. It was lovely to meet the many people who visited our stand and it was very 
encouraging to see so much interest in what we do. Of course our excellently behaved, beautifully turned 
out dogs are always a big attraction! We now look forward to many new applications to join us by becoming
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a volunteer Visiting Team. Special thanks to all of the current 
volunteer Visiting Teams who travelled from near and far to be there 
and thanks also to the IKC for inviting us to such an enjoyable event.

The Irish Kennel Club also launched their Golden Paw Hero Dog 
Awards and we are delighted to announce that our very own Anne & 
Teddy have been nominated! They have been visiting the ICU in St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Dublin since August 2019 and it is difficult to 

put into words the positive impact that 
little Teddy has had on both patients and 
staff alike. Winners won’t be announced 
until October or November so we’ll be 
keeping fingers and paws crossed until 
then. Best of Luck Anne & Teddy!

Sunday 29th May. Back Row L-R: Anne & Teddy, Michelle, Joan & Fluffy, Lorraine & Belle, Joan & Luna, Margaret & Sammy, Joe & Magic,
Áine & Cassie. Front Row L-R: Taryn & Salty, Sharon & Lucy, Nicole & Deya, Claire & Phoebe, Miriam & Louie, Linda & Skye. Above: IKC Poster

   

OTHER  NEWS
There will be an 

Awareness Day in Shop 
St., Galway on Saturday 
13th August. We would 

love to see you there.

Our new website is
now live! Be sure to 

check it out at: 

For a chance for your 
Irish Therapy Dog to 
be one of our 2022 

Christmas cards, send a 
good, clear photo to:  

photos@irishtherapydogs.ie

www.irishtherapydogs.ie

Irish Therapy Dogs would like to 
thank St. Joseph’s Parish, Glasthule, 
for facilitating our Annual Cake 
Sale on Sunday, 24th April 2022. 
We appreciate the support and 
acknowledgement given by the 
parishioners of Glasthule to our 
charity and all of the people who 
joined us from near and far. A 
sincere thank you to all those who 
gave of their culinary skills, and 
those who very kindly supported 
us on the day. A very special thank 
you to the wonderful Irish Therapy 
Dogs’ volunteers who helped to 
make the day such a great success.

CAKE SALE
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BAXTER’S VISIT TO RATOATH COLLEGE, CO. MEATH

PHOTOS:

Top - Elsa, Jacquie
and Lexie discussing 
the handover.

Right - Elsa with 
Lexie trying on the 
uniform for size.

Far Right - Jacquie 
and Lexie with 
Principal Marie 
Burke, at Carmona 
Services in 
Glenageary, Dublin.
 

Excitement was building on Thursday 5th of May as the students 
of Ratoath College waited to welcome Baxter for his much 
anticipated visit. Baxter was bringing joy to the students of Ionad 
Arkle, a dedicated space for students on the Autism spectrum. It 
was a busy afternoon for him but Baxter charmed everyone with 
his calm and steady approach. 

Several students got individual time to sit and chat with Baxter 
and his owner Monika, and he brought out warm smiles and 
laughter throughout the visit. This effort by Irish Therapy Dogs 
had such a positive impact on the students who sometimes find 
social interactions difficult. We would like to extend a huge thank 
you to Irish Therapy Dogs for taking the time to visit the school.

                                                          - Mairead Ryan, Ratoath College

This is certainly case with Elsa, aged 14 years, and her granddaughter 
Lexie, aged 5 years. It is fair to say that everything Lexie knows she 
has learned from Elsa. So much so, that Granny Elsa has handed 
over her place on the Irish Therapy Dogs Visiting Team to Lexie.

Our weekly visits are to Carmona Services in Glenageary, Dublin, 
where Lexie continues in the footsteps of her grandmother, bringing 
a wonderful sense of warmth and fun, and winning the hearts of 
students and teachers alike. Elsa, now retired, continues to give tips 
to Lexie on the ways of the world and will lend a helping paw when 
Lexie has her second litter of puppies this summer - fingers and 
paws crossed!
                                                                                  - Jacquie O’Meara

GRANNY KNOWS BEST



4

My Irish Therapy Dog, Stanley, and I have been visiting 
Cork University Hospital paediatric ward (Puffin ward) 
for the past four years. Stanley is a 10 year old Lab 
Retriever cross and absolutely loves his visits, getting so 
excited every Friday when he sees his yellow bib, and he 
always leads the way up the hospital steps.

Children and staff alike love Stanley and everyone knows 
his name. On one visit a few weeks ago, we were stopped on 
our way into the hospital by a lady who recognised Stanley 
and she said her daughter often talks about the dog that she 
cuddled when she was in hospital. Of course with the Covid 
outbreak our visits were halted and Stanley missed all the 
fuss that was made of him every week.  

Just last June, Stanley wasn’t feeling too good, he was off 
his food which was unheard of, he was even given chopped 
chicken as a treat but couldn’t even manage that and he 
became very lethargic and was panting constantly. I took 
him to his vet at Westside Veterinary Clinic in Cork for a 
series of tests. Vet Richard Healy and his team were amazing 
and realised that Stanley was actually having a build up of 
fluid around his heart.

They were able to drain the fluid (3 litres initially) 
which really helped Stanley and he was back to himself. 
Unfortunately this issue came back twice over the next few 
months. He was scanned again as it was thought a tumour 
may be the cause but thankfully no tumour was found and 
Stanley was diagnosed with Idiopathic (unknown cause) 
Pericardial Effusion.  A specialist vet would need to operate 
on him to remove the sac around his heart where the fluid 
was building up.

This is when Sunbeam Vets in Cork were called and vet 
Jerry O’Riordan operated on Stanley on November 1st 2021, 
successfully removing the sac to stop the build up of fluid.  
With lots of quiet time and a recovery of six weeks, Stanley 
went from strength to strength.

We were excited to resume our visits to CUH the week 
before Christmas. Just eight weeks post-op! Stanley has 
fully recovered from his health scare and is now back to 
his mischievous self. It is without doubt that Westside 
Veterinary Clinic and Sunbeam Vets and their expertise 
have given my Stanley a second chance.
                                                                           
                                                                              - Carmel Keelan
                                                                                                                                                                    

Stanley      :   Now back to health and visiting ... 
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Stanley has changed our lives! Every Friday we look 
forward to seeing the yellow lead and Carmel in her 
yellow t-shirt and there is a guaranteed smile on 
everyone’s face. It’s true what they say, you don’t know 
what you have until it’s gone, and during Covid and 
when Stanley was sick we were heartbroken because 
our ray of sunshine was not visiting.

Our regular children love and expect to see Stanley now, 
he centres them and brings a peace and contentment 
to their upside-down worlds! To children who are not 
expecting his visits, the amazement of a dog visiting 
them in hospital gives them a time-out and escapism 
from hospital life. But Stanley doesn’t only mean a huge 
amount to the children, each and every staff member 
looks forward to his visit and to playing with him, 
albeit briefly, as the children are waiting in the wings. 
Thank you Stanley and Carmel!

                                                                 -  Marie Watson
                                                       CNM3 Children’s Unit
                                                                    Seahorse OPD
                                                  Cork University Hospital

Stanley      :   Now back to health and visiting ...      ... bringing love and laughter once again 

Donnacha and his mother with Stanley

Carmel & Stanley visiting at Christmas

PHOTOS ON OPPOSITE PAGE:
Top - Carmel & Stanley outside Cork University Hospital 
Centre - Stanley in recovery at home after his major surgery.
Bottom - Hope and Stanley getting acquainted in Puffin ward, CUH.

Stanley looking for belly rubs from J.J.
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We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new 
active Visiting Teams who have joined us between 
January and May of this year. Thank you, and your 
canine companion of course, for volunteering your 
time once a week to bring special moments to those 
at your assigned Care Centre, Hospital or School.
The interest in our service continues to grow and 
Irish Therapy Dogs is proud to be active nationwide. 
We continue to welcome new Visiting Teams and look 
forward to introducing them on our new website, 
Facebook, Instagram and in the next Wagging Tails. Áine & Cassie - CARLOW

Joanne & Bingo - DUBLIN

George & Magoo - SLIGO

Katherine & Peggy - SLIGO

Audrey & Poppy - DUBLIN

Joyce & Bear - WICKLOW

Helena & Cooper - DUBLIN

Alison & Crilly - MEATH

John & Daisy - MEATH

Gillian & Darby - MEATH

Kevin & Daisy - DUBLIN

Catriona & Roxy - DUBLIN

Kate & Lulu - ROSCOMMON

Joan & Minna - TIPPERARY

Welcome  to our new Visiting Teams
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IN REMEMBRANCE KK

Maria Lydia & Robin - DUBLIN

Ursula & Trevor - WATERFORD

PJ & Summer - DUBLINMonika & Baxter - MEATH

Linda & Skye - KILDARE

Stephen & Ruby - GALWAY

Marita & Lexi - TIPPERARY

Vanessa & Bowie - DUBLIN

Siobhan & Ollie - GALWAYNicole & Deya - DUBLIN

Lorraine & Belle - DUBLIN

Susan & Alby - WATERFORD

Patricia Swords and her dog Jamie were one of the first 
Visiting Teams to join Irish Therapy Dogs back in 2008. They 
visited Dalkey Lodge Nursing Home and Enable Ireland Dun 
Laoghaire for many years. After retiring from visiting, they 
stayed on as volunteers supporting Awareness Days. 

Sadly, Patricia passed away in February 2022 and her beloved 
Jamie followed her in June 2022 at the grand old age of 17 
years. May they rest in peace. Their dedication and service 
will never be forgotten.

Brían O’Sullivan, Chairman of Irish Therapy Dogs, presenting Patricia with a bouquet 
of flowers on the occasion of her retirement with little Jamie, as ever, by her side.
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The Irish Kennel Club operates a test procedure to help educate dog owners 
about correct dog handling and expected behaviour. It aims to ensure that 
dogs are a respected part of the community. The scheme operates through 
clubs and training classes, who must gain approval from the Irish Kennel 
Club to hold a Good Citizen Test. This test assesses and officially recognises 
animals that are happy, loyal and well-behaved.

The test, constructed to mirror everyday events, ensures that your dog can 
carry out common tasks. These include:

Walking on a lead in a controlled manner in the presence of distractions 
(including a jogger or another handler and dog walking past).

Behaving calmly while you talk to another dog handler.

Lying down and staying on command.

Allowing you to groom the dog, and examine its coat, teeth, ears and 
feet.

Returning on command and co-operating with an owner
attaching the lead.

This is a simple pass or fail system, with Puppy, Bronze, Silver and Gold 
awards. The test is carried out by an independent, qualified examiner, and 
all dogs (both pedigree and non-pedigree) are eligible to take it.

Cassie completed her Canine Good Citizen Test with the support and 
training of her local Carlow Dog Training Club. She worked hard and did 
us proud on the day, achieving Gold. She now uses her learned skills every 
day and they are especially useful in her work as an Irish Therapy Dog.

                                                                                                      - Áine Smyth

Cassie achieves Gold in her
Canine Good Citizen Test

The Mission of Irish Therapy Dogs
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Irish Therapy Dogs’ mission is to provide physical, therapeutic and educational benefit 
to people, young and old, fit and frail, alert and impaired, in Hospitals, Nursing Homes, 
Day Care Centres, Schools and other places where people may be restricted from having 
pets, and where the presence of dogs and their owners will add comfort and support.


